The vasoactive intestinal peptide receptor turnover in pulmonary arteries indicates an important role for VIP in the rat lung circulation.
Vasoactive intestinal peptide (VIP) is a potent vasorelaxing peptide that plays a role in lung physiology and possibly in pulmonary hypertension. We investigated the turnover of the VIP receptors on rat pulmonary arteries ex vivo. There was evidence for a fast receptor turnover in pulmonary arteries, which underlines the important role of VIP for the regulation of pulmonary circulation and pulmonary pathology.